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The purpose of the GSA Publications 
Committee is to maintain the continuity 
and quality of each Society publication. 
Historically, the Committee has played a 
vital operational role that, until relatively 
recently, did not change considerably. 
Today, however, the Committee is taking 
on some new and inspiring challenges.

The Changing Environment of 
Publications

GSA began publishing the Geological 
Society of America Bulletin in 1890. Bul-
letin was, until 1973, the Society’s only 
research and news journal. Rapid expan-
sion of the geosciences led to recognition 
of a need to expand the Society’s pub-
lishing efforts. Thus, 1973 marked the ini-
tiation of the tremendous success story of 
the Geology journal. GSA News and Infor-
mation, and later, GSA Today, followed 
to meet the communication needs of 
GSA Headquarters and Society Members.

The pace of change has since increased 
dramatically with the progressive and 
inevitable transition from a print journal 
world, in which many of us grew up, to 
one dominated by electronic publish-
ing. In 2005, GSA commissioned its first 
online-only journal, Geosphere, to allow 
for publication of an array of media 
forms. Geosphere is attracting contribu-
tions at an increasing rate and will soon 
be publishing its first special issue.

The incorporation of the Society’s jour-
nals into GeoScience World, an Internet 
resource for research and communica-

tion in the geosciences built on a core 
database of peer-reviewed journals, rep-
resents the Society’s recognition of the 
need for cooperation among a diversity 
of geoscience organizations. 

Committee Roles and Responsibilities
An essential charge of the Publications 

Committee is to identify and recommend 
to Council all publications editors. This 
endeavor involves solicitation by the 
committee of high-quality candidates for 
these key positions and deliberation over 
its recommendations.

The revenue from GSA publications is 
nearly 50% of the total annual revenue 
of the Society. This fact, joined with our 
high publications standards, guarantees 
that topics such as the transition to elec-
tronic publishing, institutional costs and 
subscriptions, and the impact of open 
access on scientific publication will 
remain critical components of future dis-
cussions and recommendations from the 
Publications Committee.

Serving on the Committee
The committee consists of two GSA 

Council members, science editor repre-
sentatives from each publication, three 
Members at Large (volunteers), the Geo-

science Information Society library rep-
resentative, and the director of GSA Pub-
lications. A committee chair is selected 
from among the Councilors and at-large 
members. Most members serve four-year 
terms, while science editors remain on 
the committee for the duration of their 
editorial tenure. 

Volunteers on the Committee should 
have a keen interest in GSA publica-
tions and, ideally, some background in 
the general world of science publishing, 
including issues related to the ongoing 
transition to electronic publication. Vol-
unteers should also have a solid perspec-
tive regarding the interests and needs of 
current geoscience students, who are 
rapidly becoming the immediate future 
of our profession.  

The time commitment on the part of 
volunteer participants is not huge, but 
does include attending two official com-
mittee meetings each year. The first takes 
place at GSA headquarters, typically for a 
full day in February. The second is con-
vened at GSA’s Annual Meeting, typically 
for about two hours on Sunday morning. 

GSA faces several important, provoca-
tive decisions concerning publications in 
future years. The insight and open-mind-
edness of volunteers on the Publications 
Committee will be invaluable. 

John W. Geissman, University of 
New Mexico, jgeiss@unm.edu
Chair, GSA Publications Committee

GSA COMMITTEES: Progress through Service

The GSA 
Publications 
Committee

Volume 1 of GSA Bulletin begins with 
a review of the founding and orga-
nization of the Geological Society of 
America, followed by papers read at the 
“Semi-Annual Meeting held at Toronto, 
August 28–29, 1889.” James Hall, the 
first president of GSA, gave the open-
ing address and then presented papers 
on the “Revision of the genus Orthis” 
(p. 19) and “New genera and species 
of Dictyospongidae” (p. 22). G.K. Gil-
bert was next, with his paper, “The 
strength of the Earth’s crust” (p. 23). 
T.C.  Chamberlain  presented a paper 

titled, “Boulder belts and boulder trains” 
(p. 27).

Another geology great, James Dwight 
Dana, presented “Areas of continental 
progress in North America” (p. 36). C.D. 
Walcott (“Study of a line of displacement 
in the Grand Cañon” [sic], p. 49) and 
J.W. Spencer (“High continental eleva-
tion preceding the Pleistocene,” p. 65; 
and “Ancient shores, boulder pave-
ments, and high-level gravels,” p. 71) 
completed the presentations. 

Other articles published in the first 
volume of GSA Bulletin include “Notes 

on the surface geology of Alaska,” by 
I.C. Russell (p. 99), “Orographic move-
ments in the Rocky Mountains,” by 
S.F. Emmons (p. 245), “On glacial phe-
nomena in Canada,” by Robert Bell 
(p. 287), “The value of the term ‘Hud-
son River Group’ in geologic nomen-
clature,” by C.D. Walcott (p. 335), and 
“Some additional evidences bearing on 
the interval between glacial epochs,” by 
T.C. Chamberlin (p. 469). The Proceed-
ings of the Annual Meeting held at New 
York 26–28 December 1889, including 
obituary notices, completes the volume.
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