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Introduction

Copyright Law and modern technology dictate that the Geological Society of America (GSA) obtain full copyright transfers on all
articles we publish in our journals, books and maps. This does not alter the longstanding relationship of trust between GSA and its
authors, nor does it change the traditional philosophy behind our practice of copyrighting our journals and books.

GSA’s copyright philosophy recognizes (1) that authors should be able to: present their works orally, and freely use “fair-use” items
(figures, tables, and brief extracts) of their material in their future works; (2) that GSA needs to disseminate scholarly works as
broadly as possible; (3) that individual scientists should be free to utilize GSA’s material for limited educational uses such as in the
classroom; and (4) that we need to insure the integrity of our publications in the face of technology that makes unauthorized
distribution of data inviting.

Works prepared by independent authors

Under this agreement, authors retain all proprietary rights other than copyright, such as patent rights. GSA hereby grants to the authors
of this work the right to present the material orally; the right to reproduce “fair use” items such as figures, tables, and extracts,
properly cited, in their future works without further permission from GSA, and to use the material for certain purposes that advance
science and education. To ensure the broadest dissemination of your work in GSA publications, we require all non-U.S. Government
employees to transfer copyright to us. This permits us to publish our journals, books and maps in all formats (including paper,
microform, and electronic media), to grant permission to abstracting and indexing services that wish to include titles, authors,
abstracts, etc., from our publications, and to grant permission for photocopying beyond the narrow limits defined in the law, such as
for classroom use and other scientific purposes, for licensed interlibrary services; and for commercial purposes where deemed
appropriate.

Works prepared only by U.S. Government Employees

Work prepared only by U.S. Government employees in their official capacities is not subject to copyright in the U.S. Works prepared
by these authors are generally considered to be in the public domain, where they may be freely copied, republished, and redistributed.
In order for the work to be placed in the public domain, all authors of the paper must be official U.S. Government employees.

Works prepared by both official U.S. Government employees and privately employed persons

In instances where authorship consists of both U.S. Government employees and privately employed individuals, we require at least
one privately employed author to transfer copyright to GSA. This provides the best protection and makes possible the broadest
dissemination of the science.

Works prepared by privately employed persons in the course of their job

Privately employed authors who have prepared articles, books or maps in their official capacities as employees (other than U.S.
Government employees) should transfer copyright to GSA on our form. The author's employer retains the same rights as individual
authors, as noted above. This category will usually include employees of state and local governments and agencies who prepare works
in their official capacities.

Works supported by U.S. Government grants or contracts

Authors who publish works specifically supported by a U.S. Government grant or contract are requested to transfer copyright to GSA.
This permits broad dissemination of the work while recognizing the U.S. Government’s prior license to use the work for
noncommercial purposes.
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Authors should be aware that a special relationship exists between GSA and the Treatise on Invertebrate Paleontology at the
University of Kansas that permits reproduction of fair-use items (figures, tables, and extracts), properly cited, by one organization in
the publications of the other without requesting permission. This applies only if the material was “original” within the respective
publication, not “by permission” from another source—check the citation to be sure. If it was by permission, or for more than fair-use
portions, permission should be requested.



