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Katherine (Evangeline Hilton) Van Winkle Palmer, 
illustrious Tertiary paleontologist and long-time (1952— 
1978) director and Life Trustee of the Paleontological 
Research Institution, died on September 12, 1982. In 
November a memorial service was held at the Dewitt 
Historical Society of Tompkins County, Ithaca, New 
York. At that time her notable career in scientific, 
academic, and civic affairs was celebrated. She was the 
widow of Ephraim  Laurence Palmer, famous professor 
of nature study at Cornell University. Their son Robin 
survives her.

K atherine was the lineal descendant o f Jacob 
Walingen Van Winkle who came to  New Amsterdam in 
1634. He was one of the “First Twelve M en” who 
helped form the first official representative body of 

New York and New Jersey in 1641. Eph’s earliest American ancestor was a founder of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1629.

I first knew Katherine as a paleontologist 300 years after Ephraim ’s ancestor landed, 
but I had known Eph as my scout m aster for about ten years by then. Katherine was the 
senior paleontologist in the well-known paleontological laboratory of G. D. Harris at 
Cornell University when I first made her acquaintance as a scientist; her widely known 
doctoral study on veneracean lamellibranchs (1927, 1929) was an example to emulate for 
all of us aspiring students of paleontology. As Harris often rem arked. “After God made 
Katherine. He broke the m old.”

Katherine Palm er’s paleontological career began at the University of W ashington 
(B.S., 1918) under the inspiring teaching of Charles E. Weaver, renowned student of the 
Tertiary. She served him as a laboratory assistant (1918) before transferring to Cornell 
for graduate study. At Cornell she was an assistant in paleontology and historical geology 
(1921-1925), a Goldwyn Smith Fellow in Geology (1918-1920), and held a Hecksher 
Fellowship (1925-1927). At various times, she served as a special lecturer in paleontology 
at Cornell (1942-1945), and was a visiting assistant professor of paleontology and 
historical geology at the University of W ashington (1922). She served as curator of the 
paleontologic collections of Oberlin College (1928), as technical expert in zoology at the 
New York State Museum (1945), as a special technical assistant at McGill University 
(1950). and the same at the Provincial Museum of Quebec (1951). She served as director 
and emeritus director of the Paleontological Research Institution. Ithaca, New York, 
from 1952 until her death, having retired from active direction in 1978.

Among her many honors, Katherine received the Paleontological Society Medal in
1972 (see Journa l o f  Paleontology , v. 47) for her distinguished work on Tertiary 
Mollusca: the Western Society of M alacologists Award (1974); and an H onorary Doctor 
of Science from Tulane University (1978). She was president of Sigma Delta Epsilon, 
women’s graduate scientific fraternity (1938) and was designated a N ational Honorary 
M ember in 1971; she was a charter member and president of Chi Upsilon, women’s 
geological sorority. She served as secretary-treasurer of the Cushm an Foundation (1954-
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1961), vice president (1958), and president (I960): and was made an Honorary Life 
Member of the American Malacological Union. In 1935 she was made a Fellow of the 
Geological Society of America, and GSA Special Paper 184 was dedicated to her in 1976. 
She was an honorary member of the Society of Economic Paleontologists and M ineral
ogists, and a member or fellow of most prominent geological and paleontological 
societies of the world.

Over the years Katherine received many grants in support of her paleontological 
research: Geological Society of America (1938): American Philosophical Society (1945— 
1969); National Science Foundation (1954). But. supported or not. her research on 
Tertiary paleontology continued, even while she fulfilled her domestic reponsibilities as 
wife and m other o f two sons, the eldest of whom was an invalid for many years. On 
several occasions she received appointm ents for special work in nature study at Cornell 
University and the Utah Agricultural College in connection with the primary interests of 
her husband.

Upon his retirement from Cornell University (1932), G. D. Harris and his family, 
together with a group of his former paleontology students, founded the Paleontological 
Research Institution at Ithaca to house H arris’s large collections and library, and to 
continue his life work of publishing the Bulletins o f  American Paleontology and 
Palaeontographica Americana. Katherine was a founding member and Life Trustee; she 
succeeded Harris as director in 1952. Under her leadership, the Institution acquired 
splendid new headquarters across Cayuga Lake from Cornell University, as well as 
substantial endowments. The collections grew immensely, and adequate funds for cura
torial work were found. Under her director-editorship, some 150 Bulletins o f  American 
Paleontology and 20 monographs of Palaeontographica Americana  were issued. However, 
Katherine drew the line at personally doing the actual printing as Harris had done for 
many years! She had, however, studied typesetting at his insistence when a graduate 
student.

During her long life, Katherine had opportunity for field study and collecting of 
Recent fossil Mollusca in many parts of the world, most notably in the Gulf of Mexico, 
West Indies, and New Zealand. On the Ithaca scene, she entered fully into campus and 
community activities. To the end, she was actively engaged in research on Cenozoic 
paleontology and left uncompleted studies on Florida and Alabama Eocene molluscs. 
Her lasting memorial lies in her more than sixty publications over 64 years. Many of 
these were monographic studies of Tertiary and Recent Mollusca.

In closing this tribute, a quotation from the citation for D octor of Science at Tulane 
University (1978) is most appropriate:

All th e  praise  a n d  recogni t ion  she has  received cou ld  n o t  be en o u g h  to  m atch  the  
ex ten t  o f  he r  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  T er t ia ry  pa leon to logy .  T h e  bri ll iance o f  her  w ork ,  the  
precision o f  he r  m e th o d ,  the  w isdom  o f  her  leadersh ip  o f  the  P a leon to log ica l  Research 
Ins t i tu t ion ,  will s tand  as the  greates t  m o n u m e n t  to  D r .  P a lm e r  an d  as the  highes t 
e xam ple  fo r  fu tu re  genera t ions  o f  w ha t  it m eans  to  be  a scientist.

Those of us who knew her as an ever-helpful friend and gracious hostess will carry a 
lifelong gratefulness for having known her.

Reprinted with permission fro m  Journal of Paleontology, v. 57, no. 5 (1983), 
p. 1141-1144.
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SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF K.V.W. PALMER
1918 Paleontology of the Oligocene of the Chehalis Valley. Washington: Univ. Washington 

Pub. in Geology, v. I, no. 2, p. 69-97.
1919 (with G. D. Harris) New or otherwise interesting Tertiary Molluscan species from the 

east coast of America: Bull. Amer. Paleont., v. 8. no. 33. 32 p.
1921 Illustrations and descriptions of fossil Mollusca contained in the paleontological 

collections of Cornell University: Bull. Amer. Paleont., v. 8, no. 36. 12 p.
1922 Extension of the range of Ascaphus truei Stejneger: Copeia, no. 102, p. 4-6.
____(with Charles E. Weaver) Fauna of the Eocene of Washington: Univ. Washington Pub.

in Geology, v. I, no. 3, p. 1-56.
1923 Foraminifera and a small Molluscan fauna from Costa Rica: Bull. Amer. Paleont., v. 10, 

no. 40, 18 p.
____ Marine fossils from New York City: Science, v. 57, no. 1481, p. 585-586.
1925 Honne, the spirit of the Chehalis: Geneva, N.Y., Humphrey Press.
1927 The Veneridae of eastern America, Cenozoic and Recent: Palaeont. Amer., v. I, no. 5, 

p. 209-522 (text published March, 1927; plates, February, 1929).
1928 A new fauna from the Cook Mountain Eocene near Smithville, Bastrop County, Texas: 

Jour. Paleont.. v. 2, no. I, p. 20-31.
1935 Marquis de Gregorio’s Claiborne types: Nautilus, v. 50, no. 3, p. 100.
1937 Gastropoda of the Claibornian mid-Eocene, of the southern United States: Bull. Amer. 

Paleont., v. VII, no. 32, 730 p.
1938 Nomenclatural notes on Eocene Mollusca: Bull. Amer. Paleont., v. 24, no. 81, 7 p.
------Neocene Spondyli from the southern United States and tropical America: Palaeont.

Amer., v. II, no. 8, 18 p.
1939 Basilosaurus in Arkansas: Bull. Amer. Assoc. Petrol. Geol., v. 23, no. 8, p. 1228-1229.
1940 Anevda, new name for Advena Palmer, 1937, not Gude, 1913: Jour. Paleont., v. 14, 

no. 3, p. 285.
------Some natural history descriptions of Jamaica: Sci. Monthly, v. 51, p. 321-328.
1941 (with Ralph A. Liddle) The geology and paleontology of the Cuenca-Azogues-Biblian 

region, provinces of Canar and Azuay, Ecuador: Bull. Amer. Paleont., v. 26, no. 100,
62 p.

1942 Substitutes for Molluscan homonyms: Jour. Paleont., v. 16, no. 5, p. 674.
------Notes on the name Litiopa melanostoma and distribution of the species: Nautilus, v. 55,

no. 4, p. 128-130.
1944 Notes on Eocene gastropods chiefly Claibornian: Bull. Amer. Paleont., v. 28, no. 112,

26 p.
-----_ Litiopa melanostoma Rang, a correction of distribution: Nautilus, v. 58, no. 2, p. 70-71.
1945 Molluscan types in the Carpenter collection in the Redpath Museum: Nautilus, v. 58, 

no. 3, p. 97-102.
------ Marquis de Gregorio’s Claiborne types: Nautilus, v. 59, no. 1. p. 34-35.
------ Fossil fresh-water Mollusca from the state of Monagas: Bull. Amer. Paleont.. v. 31.

no. 118, 34 p.
1946 The Mollusca of the Jackson Eocene of the Mississippian Embayment (Sabine 

River to Alabama River), Pt. II: Bull. Amer. Paleont., v. 30, no. 117, p. 207-563.
------  Saltermya, new name for Anthracomya Salter 1861, not Rondani, 1956: Jour.

Paleont., v. 20, no. 5. p. 518.
1947 Fun with fossils: Sci. Monthly, v. 64, no. 5, p. 385-388.
------ Manuscript notes by P. P. Carpenter on D’Orbigny’s series of Cuban shells in the

British Museum: Mem. Soc. Cubana Hist. Nat., v. 20, no. 8, p. 89-104.
1950 Notes and illustrations of type and comparative specimens of Recent Pacific 

Pelecypods: Jr. de Conchyl., v. 90, p. 190-194.
1951 Catalog of the first duplicate series of the Reigen Collection of Mazatlan shells in 

the State Museum of Albany, New York: N.Y. State Mus. Bull. 342. 76 p.
1953 Memorial to G. D. Harris: Bull. Amer. Paleont., v. 35, no. 146, 23 p.
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1953 (w i th  H o r a c e  G. R ic h a r d s )  E o c e n e  M o l lu s k s  f ro m  C i t ru s  a n d  Levy  C o u n t i e s .  F la . :  F la .  
G eo l .  S u rv .  Bull.  35. 95 p.

1954 R e q u e s t  f o r  a  ru l in g  o n  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  the  ty p e  spec ies  o f  "Ancilla” L a m a r c k .  1799 (c lass  
G a s t r o p o d a ) :  Bull.  Z oo l .  N o m e n . ,  v. 9. pt .  7. p. 2 1 9 -220 .

____  (w ith  H o r a c e  G. R ic h a r d s )  O ld  W o r ld  a f f in i t ie s  o f  s o m e  E o c e n e  M o l lu s k s  f r o m  F lo r id a :
U n io n  P a l e o n to lo g iq u e  I n t e r n a t i o n a le .  A lger . ,  p. 35 -3 8 .

1955 N e w  n a m e  f o r  Hipponix floridanus P a lm e r .  1953: J o u r .  P a l e o n t . .  v. 29. no .  3. p. 558.
1956 T h e  P a le o n to lo g ic a l  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i tu t io n :  A m e r .  M a la c .  U n i o n ,  A n n .  R e p ts .  fo r  1955. 

p. 12.
_____ M u s e u m  D e m id o f f :  N a u t i l u s ,  v. 70. no .  I. p. 35.
1957 A n e w  Gistoria f r o m  th e  C ry s ta l  R iv e r  F o r m a t i o n .  O c a la  G r o u p ,  o f  F l o r id a ,  w i th  

e x p l a n a t o r y  n o t e s  o n  th e  T e t h y a n  in f lu en ce  in th e  F l o r i d i a n  M id d l e  a n d  U p p e r  E o cen e :  
P a l e o n t .  S oc .  I n d i a ,  v. 2, p. 6 9 - 7 2 .

1958 V iv ip a r o u s  Turritella pilsbryi G a r d n e r :  J o u r .  P a l e o n t . .  v. 32, n o .  1, p. 2 1 0 -2 1 3 .
____  P a l e o n to lo g ic a l  R e s e a r c h  In s t i tu t i o n :  Sc ience ,  v. 127. no .  3300. p. 712.
____  T y p e  sp e c im e n s  o f  m a r i n e  M o l lu s c a  d e sc r ib e d  by  P.  P. C a r p e n t e r  f r o m  th e  W e s t  C o a s t

( S a n  D ie g o  t o  B r i t ish  C o lu m b i a ) :  G eo l .  Soc .  A m e r .  M e m .  74. 324 p.
1960 II. Murex sabinola P a lm e r ,  n ew  n a m e  f o r  Mur ex veatchi P a l m e r ,  1937: Bull.  A m e r .  

P a l e o n t . ,  v. 40 . n o .  184. p. 989.
1961 A n e w  n a u t i lo id  Eutrephoceras eyerdami. n e w  spec ies f r o m  th e  C o w l i tz  F o r m a t i o n ,  

u p p e r  E o c e n e  o f  W a s h in g t o n :  J o u r .  P a l e o n t . ,  v. 35, n o .  3, p .  5 3 2 -5 3 4 .
____  A d d i t io n a l  n o te  o n  O v o v iv ip a r o u s  Turritella: J o u r .  P a l e o n t . ,  v. 35. no .  3, p. 633.
1962 M o l lu s k s  a s  in d ic a to r s  o f  a  T e t h y a n  in f lu en ce  in th e  F l o r i d i a n  u p p e r  E o c e n e  [abs . j :

G eo l .  Soc .  A m e r .  S p e c ia l  P a p e r  68,  p .  243. 244.
____  X e n o p h o r i d a e  D e s h a y e s ,  1864 ( G a s t r o p o d a ) ;  P r o p o s e d  p r e s e rv a t io n  u n d e r  t h e  p l e n a r y

p o w e rs .  Z .N . (S . )  1483: Bull.  Z o o l .  N o m e n . ,  v. 19. pt .  2, p. 115 -116 .
1963 Trochus conchyliophorus B o r n ,  1780, a  j u n i o r  o b jec t iv e  s y n o n y m  o f  Turbo trochiformis 

B o r n ,  1778. Z .N . ( S . )  1483: Bull.  Z o o l .  N o m e n . ,  v. 20, p t .  5 . 1, p .  I - 1 1.
_____ (w i th  J .  C.  B ra d le y )  T h e  cases  o f  Purpura a n d  Ceratostoma. Z .N . ( S . )  1088: Bull.  Z oo l .

N o m e n . ,  v. 20. p . 2 5 1 -2 5 2 .
_____ T y p e  sp e c im e n s  o f  m a r i n e  M o l lu s c a  d e sc r ib e d  b y  P.  P .  C a r p e n t e r  f r o m  th e  w es t  c o a s t  o f

M e x i c o  a n d  P a n a m a :  Bull.  A m e r .  P a l e o n t . .  v. 46, no .  211, p. 2 8 9 -4 0 1 .
1963. 1964 B r ie f  h i s t o r y  o f  shell  in te re s t  a n d  A m e r i c a n  c lubs :  A m e r .  M a i .  U n io n .  A n n .  R e p t .  

f o r  1963. p. 2 -3 .
1965 N o te s  o n  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  Eutrephoceras eyerdami P a lm e r .  1961 a n d  Cimonia hesperia 

M il le r  a n d  D o w n s .  1950: J o u r .  P a l e o n t . ,  v. 39, no .  I, p . 155.
____  (w i th  D o r i s  C . B r a n n )  C a t a l o g u e  o f  th e  P a l e o c e n e  a n d  E o c e n e  M o l lu s c a  o f  th e  s o u t h e r n

a n d  e a s te r n  U n i t e d  S ta te s :  Bull.  A m e r .  P a l e o n t . ,  v. 48, no .  218. 1058 p.
1965. 1966 Cucullaea, p a s t  a n d  p re s e n t :  A m e r .  M a i .  U n io n .  A n n .  R e p t .  f o r  1965. p .  3 0 -3 1 .
1966 (w i th  D o r i s  C . B r a n n )  I l lu s t r a t io n s  o f  foss il s o f  th e  I t h a c a  a r e a :  P a l e o n t .  Res .  In s t . ,  8 p.
1967 A c o m p a r i s o n  o f  c e r t a in  E o c e n e  M o l lu s c s  o f  th e  A m e r ic a s  w i th  t h o s e  o f  th e  w e s te rn  

T e th y s .  in A s p e c t s  o f  T e t h y a n  B io g e o g ra p h y :  Syst.  Assoc .  P u b . ,  no .  7. p .  183-193 .
1970 P a le o z o ic  n o n m a r i n e  b iv a lv e  f r o m  a d e e p  well  in G e o rg ia :  Bull.  G e o r g i a  A c a d .  Sci. . 

v. 28. p. 4 5 - 5 4 .
1973 R e s p o n s e  t o  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  P a le o n to lo g ic a l  S o c ie ty  M e d a l  a w a rd :  J o u r .  P a l e o n t . .  v. 47. 

n o .  3. p . 6 0 1 -6 0 2 .
1974 C o m p o s i t i o n  o f  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  o f  P a l e o c e n e  a n d  E o c e n e  M o l lu s c a n  f a u n a  o f  t h e  eas t  

A m e r ic a s :  V e r h a n d l .  N a t u r f .  G es .  Base l ,  v. 84. no .  1, p .  4 6 8 -4 8 2 .
1977 T h e  u n p u b l i s h e d  ve lins  o f  L a m a r c k  (1 8 0 2 -1 8 0 9 ) ;  I l lu s t r a t io n s  o f  foss il s  o f  th e  P a r i s  

B as in  E o ce n e :  P a le o n .  R es .  In s t . .  67 p.
1982 P a l e o n to lo g ic a l  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i tu t i o n .  F i f ty  Y ears ,  1 9 3 2-1982 :  P a l e o n .  R es .  In s t . .  29  p.
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