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Madeleine Alberta Fritz was born along the Bay of Fundy
in Saint John, New Brunswick, Canada, on November 3,
1896. The daughter of a sea captain, as a child she sailed
around the world with her father. She often played by the
shoreline, studying the tiny creatures in the water—the
beginnings of her interest in fossil invertebrates. She
received a Bachelor of Arts degree from McGill University
in Montreal in 1919, and M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in 1923
and 1926, respectively, from the University of Toronto.

She was both Associate Director of the Royal Ontario
Museum (1936-1955) and Curator of Invertebrate Pa-
laeontology (1955-1957) as well as professor of paleontol-
ogy in the Department of Geology of the University of
Toronto (1956-1967). Since 1967 she had been professor
emeritus in the Department of Geology and Research '
Associate in the Department of Invertebrate Palaeontology in the Royal Ontario Museum.

Madeleine Fritz maintained her interest in fossil invertebrates, especially Ordovician Bry-
0zoa, until her death on August 20, 1990. She achieved world renown for her scientific papers
on fossil Bryozoa. So many Fritz-educated professors have taught in paleontology departments
of universities around the world that she has been called “the great-grandmother of Paleozoic
Bryozoa.”

She felt fortunate to have had William Arthur Parks as her mentor during her student days
at the University of Toronto. She also became closely associated with him at the Royal Ontario
Museum. Memories of some of their fossil-collecting expeditions were among the fondest of her
career. She wrote a biography of Parks which was published in 1971.

Madeleine Fritz was a member of many geological and other learned societies: she was a
Fellow of both the Geological Association of Canada and the Geological Society of America, a
member of the Paleontological Society, and a member of the Confederation of University
Women and the International Federation of University Women Panel of Experts. She was the
recipient of several honors. Most notably, in 1942 she was the second woman in Canada to be
named a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada; in 1967 she received the Centennial Medal of
Canada.

Madeleine Fritz said in 1982 that she hoped her many papers had given her fellow paleon-
tologists “something to think about.” In an interview for the University of Toronto Archives
Oral History Programme, she said, “Drawing upon palacontological history we recall overspe-
cialization among races of creatures was a prelude to destruction or to a simpler form of life.
Palaeontological history may well be to a degree corroborated in the history of mankind.”
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