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1947
Founded in

Section 
Mission

The Southeastern Section was established 
in December 1947, but did not hold its first 
annual meeting until 1952. 

Membership The Southeastern Section has 2,374 
members, including 103 Lifetime members, 
2 Honorary Fellows, 51 Affiliate members, 
469 Senior members, 923 Student 
members, 580 Full Time Professional 
members, 217 Early Career members, and 37 
Teacher members.
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Chair: Arthur Merschat 
US Geological Survey

Chair-Elect: Blair Tormey 
Western Carolina University

Vice Chair: William Jackson 
Tennessee Geological Survey

Secretary-Treasurer: Katie Luciano 
South Carolina Geological Survey

Past Chair: Rebecca Freeman 
University of Kentucky

Student Representative: Izuchukwu (Izu) 
Ezukanma University of Florida

Committee Representatives:  
Geology and Public Policy Committee:  
David Spears, Consultant (Virginia)

Education Committee: Lynsey LeMay 
Virginia Peninsula Community College

 

2025-2026  
Southeastern Section  
Management Board
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Future Section Meetings 

SEGSA 2025 meeting in 
Harrisonburg Recap
The Department of Geology and Environmental Science at James Madison University hosted the 
Geological Society of America Southeastern Section Meeting at the Hotel Madison & Shenandoah 
Valley Conference Center from March 19-22. The event saw participation from 130 organizations, 
including 74 academic institutions (universities, colleges, and departments), 5 non-profit orga-
nizations and professional societies, 26 consulting firms, 15 government agencies and geological 
surveys, and 5 museums and educational centers. A total of 713 attendees registered for the event, 
with 304 of them being students. The meeting featured over 412 scientific presentations, includ-
ing 167 undergraduate student poster presentations. Additionally, there were 5 field trips with 101 
participants and 8 short courses with 35 participants.

Organizing committee

 General Co-Chairs 
Stephen Leslie (Section Vice Chair), 
 lesliesa@jmu.edu 
Steven Whitmeyer, whitmesj@jmu.edu

Technical Program Co-Chairs 
William Lukens, lukenswe@jmu.edu 
Dhanuska Wijesinghe, wijesidb@jmu.edu

Field Trip Co-Chairs 
Yonathan Admassu, admassyx@jmu.edu 
Ángel Garcia, garci4aa@jmu.edu

Exhibits Sponsorship & Events Co-Chairs 
Chiara Elmi, elmicx@jmu.edu 
Scott Eaton, eatonls@jmu.edu 
Matthew Heller, matt.heller@energy.virginia.gov

Volunteers Coordinator 
Shelley Whitmeyer, whitm2sj@jmu.edu

Short Courses & Workshops 
Eric Pyle, pyleej@jmu.edu

Committee Member At-Large 
Steve Baedke, baedkesj@jmu.edu

Treasurer 
Katie Luciano (Section Treasurer),  
lucianok@dnr.sc.gov

 

Location  	 Date   	 Local Chair(s) 
Memphis, TN  
(Joint with North-Central 	 8-11 March 2026	  
and South-Central  
Sections)

Arleen Hill, University of Memphis 
Will Jackson, Tennessee Geological Survey  
Wendi J.W. Williams, South Texas College
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On October 7th, 2024, GSA Council approved a 
motion to formally include the U.S. Virgin Islands 
within the Southeastern Section. Richard (Rick) 
Abbott is our one member in the USVI – a letter 
from Rick about USVI geology and his research 
interests and background are below: 

Greetings from sunny St. Croix in the US 
Virgin Islands, 

After retiring in 2014 from Appalachian State 
University, where I taught for 35 years, my 
wife and I moved to St. Croix in the US Virgin 
Islands in 2018. This is our seventh year on the 
islands. The geology is interesting, but Upper 
Cretaceous flysch and Oligocene-Miocene 
limestone are just not my cup of tea. For the 
general geology of St. Croix, to get started, 
the essential readings are Whetten (1966, 
GSA Mem. 98) and Speed & Joyce (1989, 12th 
Caribbean Geological Conference). If you are a 
turbidite aficionado, this is the place to be for 
the Cretaceous rocks, see Stanley (1987, Marine 
Geology). Our home is on Karst in the younger 
limestone, which is of interest to me only in 
passing for the fossils and sed-strat features. 
To my knowledge, not much work has been 
done on the limestones. I have led field trips 
for small groups of interested retirees, with of 
course the compulsory post trip debriefing 
at the local microbrewery. The geology of 
St. Thomas and St. John are distinct from 
the geology of St. Croix and more akin to the 
geology of the British Virgin Islands. You’re on 
your own, but there is plenty of literature on the 
geology of the northern Virgin Islands. 

My own research interests have been mainly 
metamorphic and igneous rocks, both of 
which are poorly represented on St. Croix. The 
oldest of the Cretaceous rocks in the deepest 
structural nappe hint at very low-grade 
metamorphism, think zeolite facies, for some 
enterprising young petrologist to explore.  

As pertains to the greater Caribbean, my 
research has focused on all aspects of 
metamorphic petrology in Jamaica and 
on some unusual garnet peridotites in the 

News from Around the Section 
U.S. Virgin Islands – Now a part of the  
Southeastern Section!

Dominican Republic. You may visit my website 
for particulars <www.appstate.edu/~abbottrn>. 
My current research involves theoretical 
optical crystallography, something I have been 
working on since the early 90s. I use atomic 
structure and point-dipole theory to calculate 
a mineral’s optical properties. Where this gets 
interesting is in the application of the theory 
to strained minerals. Modeling the strain in 
a lattice is the easy part. The computer does 
the heavy lifting to get the optical properties. 
The calculations help to explain and quantify 
the unreleased strain you sometimes see 
expressed as anomalous optical properties in 
quartz and garnet, among other minerals.  

I have been a member of GSA since 2007. 
However, other than membership, my 
involvement with GSA was prior to 2007: 1984-
1987, MSA representative to JTPC, GSA; 1991, 
invited speaker GSA symposium, NE-SE GSA.  

Richard (Rick) N. Abbott, Jr.  
BA 71’ chemistry, Bowdoin  
MS 73’ geology, UMaine, Orono 
PhD 77’ geology, Harvard   
Killam PDF 79’ geology, Dalhousie
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2025 SE GSA Student Research 
Recipients
In June 2025, the Section’s Student Support Committee, chaired by Dr. Elizabeth 
McClellan (Radford University), awarded nine undergraduate research grants, for a 
total of $8,807. The Committee also awarded funds to seven graduate students, for 
a total of $12,654.

Undergraduate Student Research Award Recipients:

1. Marina Ashurkoff - William and Mary – ‘Quartz Formation at Montpelier Plantation, VA: A Geologic 
Mystery with Anthropologic Connections’

2. Jema Caumanday - Georgia Southern – ‘Refi ning the Holocene Climate Record at Gull Lake (CA): 
Securing Freshwater Resources’

3. Matthew Centofanti - Virginia Tech – ‘Delineating Spring Recharge Areas in the Hanging Rock Valley’

4. Michael Constantino - Clemson – ‘Petrographic and Geochemical Analysis of Neogene Volcanic and 
Intrusive Rocks of Highland Lakes, CA’

5. Chandler Deese - UNC Chapel Hill – ‘Sr-Pb Isotopes of Hydrothermal Pipes: Understanding 
Magmatic Fluid Movement and Sources for Mineral Exploration’

6. Joseph Dixon – Clemson – ‘Geologic Mapping of Cretaceous and Tertiary Plutonic and Volcanic 
Rocks at Highland Lakes, CA’

7. Andrew Moore – Clemson – ‘Element Mobility over a Prograde Metamorphic Series of Alum Shale 
Deposits, Norway’

8. Ruby Schwartz - Eckerd College – ‘Assessing Anthropogenic Impacts to Marine Sediment & Benthic 
Communities in Boca Ciega Bay, Florida’

9. Kylie Sheridan - Washington and Lee – ‘The Legacy of Slag: Environmental Impact of and 
Remediation Strategies for Historical Iron Smelting Sites in Rockbridge County, Virginia’

Graduate Student Research Award Recipients:

1. Tracy Chukwuma - University of Georgia – ‘Multimodal and Multiscale Characterization of 
Hydrogeochemical Alterations in Carbonate and Clay-Rich Sandstones Due to Dissolution Reactions 
with Reactive Brine’

2. Oluwaseyi Dasho - Virginia Tech – ‘Investigating the Drivers of Land Subsidence in Lagos, Nigeria, 
using Geophysical Datasets’

3. Orin Lole Durbin - Virginia Tech – ‘An Early Cambrian Microfossil Assemblage in Northern Mongolia’

4. Oyindamola Oseni - University of Georgia – ‘Enhanced Phytoremediation of Perchlorate and Nitrate 
Occurring as Co-Contaminants’

5. Esther Oyedele - Virginia Tech – ‘Understanding Climate Interactions with Groundwater Variability in 
the Contiguous US’

6. Spencer Shroyer - University of Georgia – ‘Using Ecological Gradients in Offshore Facies to 
Reconstruct Stacking Patterns: Pennsylvanian Breathitt Group of Eastern Kentucky, USA’

7. MD Riaz Uddin – Auburn – ‘Lithofacies Change from Central to Coastal Bengal Basin in Highly 
Sedimented and Subsided Deltaic Complex’
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Geosciences Congressional  
Visits Day 2024 

Participants in Geosciences Congressional Visits Day,  
Gavin Middleton at right.

Southeastern Section Student 
Representative 

Southeastern Section Student 
Representative Miguel Valencia enjoying 
GSA Connects 2024 in Anaheim, CA. 

Miguel Valencia has been the GSA SE Section’s Student 
Representative since 2021. As a student representative of our 
Section, he has co-organized numerous GSA sessions and 
webinars focused on undergraduate research, navigating 
graduate school, and supporting first-time attendees at 
GSA meetings. In addition to his role with the Southeastern 
Section, he served as the student representative for the GSA 
Hydrogeology Division and Chair of the Student Advisory 
Council. During the past few years, Miguel has worked with 
students from various GSA divisions and committees on his 
efforts to promote mentorship and student outreach with the 
goal of actively supporting others and contributing to student 
success within the geosciences. 

We thank Miguel for his service to the Southeastern Section 
and wish him the best in his next adventure as a post-doctoral 
researcher at Florida International University! 

Each fall, the Southeastern Section 
provides funding for a graduate 
student to participate in Geosciences 
Congressional Visits Day (Geo-CVD), an 
annual event held to increase the visibility 
of and support for the geosciences in 
Congress. Our sponsored student for 
2024 was Gavin Middleton, who is a PhD 
student at George Mason University. 
Gavin has the following to say about the 
experience: 

“I was honored to participate in 
Geosciences Congressional Visits Day, 
where I had the opportunity to advocate 
for the critical role of geosciences 
in policy and society. I’m incredibly 
grateful to the Southeastern Section 
for sponsoring me and making this 
experience possible. Science doesn’t 
stop at publication—it extends into the 
decisions that shape our world, and I’m 
proud to contribute to that dialogue!”  
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The following are members of the Southeastern Section who have recently passed. If you know of any 
members who are not on this list, please notify GSA Membership.  

In Memoriam

GSA Connects 2025, San Antonio, TexasOctober 19-22

Important Upcoming 2025 Dates 

Thomas A. Dumper Broadford, VA 06/27/2024

Ronald V. Fodor Raleigh, NC 10/22/2021

Daniel J. Milton  Vienna, VA   05/26/2024

Andrew D. Schedl Charleston, WV 04/25/2024

Do you have news to share with the Southeastern Section?
Email the Section Secretary-Treasurer (Katie Luciano, lucianok@dnr.sc.gov) to include it in the next issue.

Mascot Madness
The Southeastern Section wants 
your help picking our mascot! 

Voting will begin in Spring 2026, and the 
new mascot will be announced during
next year’s triple-joint meeting with the 
South-Central and North-Central Sections 
in Memphis, Tennessee! You can submit 

suggestions here.
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Contact us for more information
+1-303-357-1000
The Geological Society of America
3300 Penrose Place
Boulder, CO 80301-1806
www.geosociety.com

This fund is what the Southeastern section 
uses to match $4,500 received each year 
from the GSA Foundation. 

Consider a Contribution 
to the Southeastern 
Section Operating Fund

Donate to the 
Southeastern Section 
Operating Fund


