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Preface

For more than 25 years, the German Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources (Bundes-
anstalt für Geowissenschaften und Rohstoffe, BGR) has been engaged in Arctic terrestrial geological research 

within the framework of its research program Circum-Arctic Structural Events (CASE). Beginning in 1992 

and 1994 with regional expeditions to Spitsbergen and Greenland, CASE has subsequently developed into an 

internationally recognized circum-Arctic research program with expeditions focused on the structural evolu-

tion of the Arctic continental margins. The CASE program has so far incorporated over 110 international 

researchers, among them 25 early career scientists, into these circum-Arctic expeditions. 

This volume, Circum-Arctic Structural Events: Tectonic Evolution of the Arctic Margins and Trans-
Arctic Links with Adjacent Orogens, is a collection of new datasets and syntheses from various CASE-related 

expeditions undertaken over the past decade. The book is built upon the efforts and commitment of many 

international scientists who were supported by and helped to defi ne the mission of the CASE research pro-

gram. Their dedication to unravelling the complex puzzle of Arctic geology under the collaborative umbrella 

of CASE is refl ected here in a comprehensive volume for the Geological Society of America (GSA) Special 

Paper series. This outstanding international cooperation was complemented by a thematic session at the GSA 

Annual Meeting held in Seattle, Washington, USA, during October 2017. We thank GSA for hosting the 

CASE session and for assistance in the publication of this Special Paper.

Beyond that I would like to emphasize the continuous support of volume editors William McClelland 

(University of Iowa, USA) and Justin Strauss (Dartmouth College, USA) for the CASE program and for pav-

ing the way to make this volume happen. 

 

  Professor Doctor R. Watzel

President of the Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources

Hannover, Germany
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